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Filed for intro on  02/05/2004

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 835
By  Rinks

A RESOLUTION to establish the Tennessee Main Street
Program.

WHEREAS, downtown and central business districts served as the foundation of the

economic development successes that we celebrate today; and

WHEREAS, the economic vitality of the downtown and central business districts of

Tennessee communities has suffered in job growth and investment in recent years; and

WHEREAS, increased competition from large retailers, urban sprawl, and an inability to

marshal the resources necessary to achieve and sustain economic viability are the major factors

contributing to the deterioration of downtown and central business districts that once thrived and

served as the focal point of the community; and

WHEREAS, a vibrant community is often defined by the character of its central business

district and the strategies and programs it employs to bring together public and private entities

to accomplish its economic development goals; and

WHEREAS, it is vital to preserve the history and tradition of our communities by

providing a mechanism that focuses on assisting downtown and central business districts to

rebuild, redevelop, and promote economic growth; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that the Tennessee Main Street Program is hereby re-established within the

Department of Economic and Community Development to assist downtown and central

business districts in economic revitalization and development efforts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Main Street Program provide technical

assistance and expertise to communities across the state in the process of developing long-
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term goals, strategies, and techniques necessary to promote economic growth and

development.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Main Street Program provide to communities

information to assist in forging public-private partnerships with other organizations or agencies

that possess assets and information necessary to achieve economic revitalization.

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the Main Street Program assist communities by

coordinating networking and training opportunities for volunteers of local revitalization programs.

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the Community Development Division of the

Department of Economic and Community Development shall partner with the National Main

Street Program in providing assistance to promote successful downtown and central business

district revitalization as a vital component of economic development and job growth.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an enrolled copy of this resolution be transmitted to

the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development.


